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FOREWORD

Dear Student,

Rwanda Education Board is honoured to present to you this Creative Arts-Music Book 
for Primary Six which serves as a guide to competence-based teaching and learning 
to ensure consistency and coherence in the learning of Creative Arts-Music subject. 
The Rwandan educational philosophy is to ensure that you achieve full potential at 
every level of education which will prepare you to be well integrated in society and 
exploit employment opportunities. 

The government of Rwanda emphasizes the importance of aligning teaching and 
learning materials with the syllabus to facilitate your learning process. Many factors 
influence what you learn, how well you learn and the competences you acquire. 
Those factors include the instructional materials available among others. Special 
attention was paid to the activities that facilitate the learning process in which you 
can develop your ideas and make new discoveries during concrete activities carried 
out individually or with peers. 

In competence-based curriculum, learning is considered as a process of active 
building and developing knowledge and meanings by the learner where concepts 
are mainly introduced by an activity, a situation or a scenario that helps the learner 
to construct knowledge, develop skills and acquire positive attitudes and values. 

For effective use of this textbook, your role is to:

•	 Work on given activities which lead to the development of skills

•	 Share relevant information with other learners through presentations, discus-
sions, group work and other active learning techniques such as role play, case 
studies, investigation and research in the library, from the internet or from 
your community;

•	 Participate and take responsibility for your own learning;

•	 Draw conclusions based on the findings from the learning activities.
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Introduction  

Music is one of the basic human functions. The interaction of sounds is unavoidable, 
either to make it or take pleasure in it. Many of us love listening to music because 
of many reasons.

First of all, it helps us to relax. When we organize a party, music is in the centre of 
our interest. We choose the best songs and play them to make participants joyous 
through song entertainment. Secondly, music can turn gloomy days into more 
interesting and funnier. Listening to favourite music can be like remedy to our souls.

Moreover, music can help us to concentrate when we learn or do some important 
projects. For example, the scientists proved that listening to classical music can 
make our work more effective. Besides, spending time with the music we like can 
help us to rethink difficult problems, and might contribute to overcoming obstacles 
that we have in our lives.

Furthermore, music is a good alarm clock because energetic songs can help us to 
get up early in the morning. Through the first unit; you will compose short songs 
relating to your current life. It is an important opportunity to express your feelings in 
order to communicate to them in different themes such as:  Environment, patriotism, 
religion, celebrations, etc. The second unit will be about basic concepts of music 
while the third one will help you perform musical notes in C scale, the main base of 
reading and writing music scores.  





UNIT  ONE
COMPOSE A SHORT 

SONG IN ENGLISH 
OR FRENCH
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UNIT ONE : COMPOSE A SHORT SONG IN ENGLISH 
OR FRENCH 

Key unity competence

Able to compose a short song in English or French

Introductory activity 
Your uncle HARERIMANA gave birth to a first born girl. After five years, as a family 
member, you are invited to this anniversary ceremony. Before they start the 
ceremony, your uncle requests you to compose a short song in order to entertain 
the invited people to the party. 

Questions: 
1. Compose five line lyrics relating to the above ceremony. 
2. Create a melody and then match it with the lyrics.
3. Sing the song you have composed.

1.1 Birthday Party 

Learning Activity 1.1 (a)
Read the lyrics for a song below, and then perform it.Happy birthday

Happy birthday to you
Happy birthday to you
Happy birthday dear+ Name
Happy birthday to you
Below is the French version of the song Happy birthday.  
Joyeux Anniversaire.
Joyeux anniversaire 
Joyeux anniversaire, 
Joyeux anniversaire, 
Joyeux anniversaire [Prénom] 
Joyeux anniversaire !
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Learning Activity 1.1 (b)

 Sing the melody above using Kinyarwanda lyrics?
Isabukuru nziza
Gira umunsi mwiza 
Wibutsa itariki wavutseho
Ugire munsi mwiza (IZINA)
W’isabukuru nziza

1.2   Song compoiisition (home work)

Learning Activity.1.2 
Individually study the following illustrations and choose the ones corresponding 
to Environment and Patriotism, then discuss why of your choice.
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Application activity 1.2. 

1. Individually, write down your own lyrics on the following themes then 
discuss their meanings with the peers: Environment, Patriotism.   

2. In groups of four, share the composed lyrics and choose the best ones.

3. Individually, compose the melody and lyrics and match them for a song 
and then perform before the peers.

4. Class brainstorms, discusses and appreciates the performed songs

1.3. Celebrations

Learning Activity 1.3. 
1. Observe carefully the following illustrations and match each one to the 
corresponding topics from the list below:
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a. Wedding ceremonies

b. Religious celebration

c. Graduation 

d. Birthday ceremonies 

2.  Discuss what is happening in each illustration

Application activity 1.3 

Consider the lyrics below and then do the activities that follow:

Oh God Creator

Oh God our creator 

We thank you for all you did to us 

We praise you O Lord Father 

We shall praise you forever and ever  

1. You created heaven and earth ….. ........We praise you O Lord Father 

You created plants and animals ….........We praise you O Lord Father

You created day and night ……… ........We praise you O Lord Father

You created men and women……….. We praise you O Lord Father
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Religion songs

R/Seigneur Jésus fils de Dieu

    Tu es venu pour nous sauver 

     Pardonne-moi pauvre pécheur

     Eloigne de moi tous les dangers.

Célébrons la fête de Noël

R/ Joyeux Noël l’enfant nous est né

Joyeux Noël Le Seigneur nous rend visite 

Joyeux Noël  Jésus est parmi nous

1. Vive l’amour du Seigneur 

     Les bergers l’ont annoncé

2. Vive l’amour du Seigneur

     Les anges l’ont chanté 

3. Vive l’amour du Seigneur 

     Il a pris la chair humaine

4. Vive l’amour du Seigneur 

     Il vient nous sauver 

i. Individually, write down your own lyrics on the following themes then 
discuss their meanings with the peers: Religion and cerebrations 

ii. In groups of four pupils share the composed lyrics and choose the best.
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Home work:

1. Individually, compose a melody which fit with the chosen lyrics in your 
group.

2. Perform the composed song before the peers.

3. In group of five pupils, discuss how the performance of the song has 
been.

•	 Environment: 

- This is the collection of lands, water, atmosphere and living things, …

- It is the complex of physical, chemical, and biotic factors (such as 
climate, soil, and living things) that act upon an organism or an ecological 
community and ultimately determine its form and survival.

•	 Patriotism:

- It refers to a sense of unity among a country’s inhabitants, particularly the 
natives of the land and a firm will to be and to remain a sovereign government.

- Patriots also typically view national independence as necessary for the protection 
of citizens and their way of life. 

- A person can be patriotic toward the country where he or she is a citizen or 
permanent resident, or a person could be patriotic toward his or her fatherland, 
even if he or she is not a citizen and does not live there. 

•	 Religion 

- Religion is a belief in one God or more gods and believers commune with their 
God or gods through prayers and other practices. There are some religions we 
have in our district such as Catholicism, Protestantism, Islam, …

•	 Celebrations:   

- This is an opportunity or where people mark an event or something very 
important. 

- People also celebrate after certain achievement of any target or any step of life. 

Example: wedding, academic graduation, sacrament administrations, birthday, 
victory … 



MUSIC  P  Student’s Book12

When you want to compose a song you need

 - a topic or theme 
 - the lyrics 

 - a melody

First you compose lyrics on a chosen topic.  The topic may be on environment, 
love, religion, cerebrations etc. Remember that lyrics are composed in the form of 
a poem; they must be in lines, not in sentences. The length of the lines should be 
equal or nearly equal. When you have composed lyrics you compose a melody then 
you match it with lyrics. At this stage you have a complete song to perform. 

 1.4 . Playing the flute (Umwirongi)

Learning Activity 1.4.   
1. Observe the pictures below and then answer the questions that follow.

                        
                    

                     
i. Can you name the trees in the pictures?
ii.  In groups of four learners, discuss the similarities between them.
iii.  From these trees, how can you make your own umwirongi?
iv. By brainstorming, explain the role of holes on the umwirongi
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Home Work: make your own Umwirongi.

Umwirongi is a traditional woodwind musical instrument which is played by 
passing air through its hole. It has some small holes on its side (finger holes) 
varying from three to six holes. 

Below is a picture of umwirongi

Umwirongi is made from umugano (bamboo tree) or intomvu (loberia giberroe). 
It can also be made from a hallow tube.

How can you make your own umwirongi?

You can make your own Umwirongi by cutting a bamboo tree or intomvu and let 
it dry. After it dries, you make some finger holes by using a knife and some embers 
from the fire. On the upper side where you hold your mouth while playing, you make 
a U like a hole like in the picture above. Umwirongi can be played to accompany a 
song or can be played on its own. 

How to play umwirongi?

Directing the air through the hole. 
The air goes across the hole and creates sound.
 The player can vary the pitch of the sound by opening and closing the finger holes 
of the flute. 
He/she can also change the pitches of the sound produced by the flute by changing 
the pressure of the air. 
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Below is a boy playing umwirongi

Application activity 1.4. 

i.  Play umwirongi alone for rehearsal.

ii. In groups perform some of the songs you have composed and then 
accompany them with umwirongi.

iii.  In group of five pupils discuss how the performance has been.

1.5. End unit assessment 
1. State and discuss the types of celebrations you know

2. Describe the steps of song composition

3. Write the lyrics on any topic of your choice.

4. Compose a melody and match it with the lyrics you have written.

5. Perform your song in accompaniment with umwirongi.

6. Explain why music is important in your everyday life.



UNIT TWO
 BASIC CONCEPTS 

OF MUSIC
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UNIT TWO: BASIC CONCEPTS OF MUSIC

Key unity competence

Able to place musical notes on a staff and sing ascending and descending musical 
notes correctly

Introductory activity 

(a) Study this piece of music above and answer the following questions

vii. How many horizontal lines are on the above piece of music? 

viii. How many vertical lines are on the above piece of music? 

ix. How are the lines structured?

x. From the left to right, what are the signs on the piece of music?

xi. Draw any five parallel lines. 
(b)  How many spaces do we get? (Number either lines or spaces from the bottom 
to the top).
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2.1  Musical staff 

Leaning Activity 2.1.

a. Individually draw a note on each line of the staff below.

b. Individually draw a note on each space of the staff below.

c. Individually draw a musical staff and place notes on it. 

d.  In pairs, discuss the notes on the lines and the notes on spaces.

Staffs (plural staves) are composed of five horizontal parallel lines. The five lines 
create four spaces between them.

Notes are placed on both the lines and the spaces of the staff to show the pitches 
of the notes. 
The higher the note on the staff, the higher the pitch (high or low sound).
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High and low notes
Notes that are higher on the staff have a higher sound or pitch.       
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Application activity 2.1. 

1. Indicate whether the first note is higher, lower or same as the first note 
of each set.

2. Draw a note on the indicated lines or spaces, then circle the higher note 
you have drawn; space one is done for you.

3. Draw a note on the indicated lines or space, then circle the lowest note 
you have drawn.
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4. Circle the highest note in each pair.

5. Circle the lowest note in each pair.

2.2 Treble clef

Learning Activity 2.2.
Observe, describe and draw the symbol you see on the staff

A clef (French=clef ) is a musical symbol placed on one of the lines at the beginning 
of the staff to indicate the pitch of written notes.

There are five steps you should pass on in order to draw a treble clef:
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The treble clef is known as the G-clef because it wraps around the second treble 
staff-line: the G (see image below).

Application activities 2.2.

i. Draw a treble clef by respecting the five steps. 

ii. Practice drawing the treble clef sign four times on the staff below

A Staff with a treble clef sign is called a treble staff. The treble clef establishes the 
note G on the second line of the treble staff and it starts on the line that represents 
G. 
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2.3 Musical notes

Learning Activity 2.3  

Draw a musical staff and place notes on it.
In music a note is a symbol used to represent the pitch and the duration of a mu-
sical sound.
On the staff below is the note A

Notes are named after the first seven letters of the alphabet (A-B-C-D-E-F-G). 
Some notes are placed on the lines others in the spaces.
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Application activity 2.3. 

5. Add the treble clef and match the notes with their spellings 
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2.4 Sol-fa notation

Sol-fa (or solfeggio, sol-fa, solfège), is used to teach pitch and sight singing. The 
letters C D E F G A B are replaced by sol-fa syllables: Do Re Mi Fa Sol La Si or Ti to 
facilitate sight singing.

Abbreviation of sol-fa syllables:  D      R      M     F      S      L    T     D
Illustration on the keyboard

2.5 Supplementary information 

The Origin of Music Notation

Guy (Guido) d’Arezzo, an Italian Benedictine monk, was considered to be the founder 
of what is now standard music stave using the syllables ut, re, mi, fa, sol, and la as 
names for the six tones, C to A.  He taught the use of solmization syllables based on 
a hymn to Saint John the Baptist. The first stanza of the song is:

Ut queant laxis

Resonare fibris,
Mira gestorum
Famuli tuorum,

Solve polluti
Labii reatum,

Sancte Iohannes
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Later Ut was replaced by the more singable Do and another syllable, Si or Ti, was 
added, giving the scale seven syllables called Do-Re-Mi-Fa-Sol-La-Si/Ti to form the 

present system of singing names for the tones of the scale. 
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 2.6 Musical Scale

Learning Activity 2.4
Consider the white keys on the keyboard below and discuss their successions. 
Why such successions?

1. In turns, play only the white notes by starting at C and go up the 
keyboard playing the white keys till the note C’ (upper C). When one is 
playing others follow.

i. C-D

ii. D-E

iii. E-F

iv. F-G

v. G-A
vi. G-A

vii. A-B

viii. B-C

2. By brainstorming, discuss the particularity of the produced sounds 
between E and F then between B and C.

3.   One from any group plays the white keys from middle C up to C while 
others are listening and imitating until you master the sound according 
to different pitches.
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Home work: 

Rehearse the notes from C to C’ upwards and downwards.

A scale is the series of notes we use to write the tunes. The commonly used of 
such series comprises the seven sounds DO-RE-MI-FA-SOL-LA-SI followed by an 
eighth C that repeats the first C in high pitch. 

The C scale consists of the notes C D E F G A B C = Do Re Mi Fa Sol La Si DoNotice 
that the eighth note (C) is given the same name as the first (C). They sound the 
same but the eighth note is higher than the first note.

See the note on the staff below:

 See below the C scale on the keyboard.
If you press the middle C on the keyboard you get the starting sound of the as-
cending C scale.

Below are notes on the C scale with their corresponding hand marks.
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Application activity 2.4

1. Now match the hand signs with their corresponding sol-fa notations
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2. In groups of five pupils one says the number corresponding to the sign 
below while others make the sign corresponding to each said number. 

3. In pairs match the sol-fa notes with hands signs and then one says the 
note another makes a sign corresponding to the note.

4. Sing the ascending C scale using hand signs according to the notes 
and then tapping your foot. 

5.  Sing the descending scale using your hand sign according to the notes 
and then tapping your foot. 
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6. Sing the ascending and descending C scale using your hand signs 
according to the notes and then clapping your hands. Do the practice 
five times.

7. Now sol-fa using your hand like in the picture below
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2.7 End unit assesment activities

1. Define the following musical terms

a. Staff

b. Clef

c. Treble staff

d. Scale 

2.   Use O as the note:

a. Write a higher note in a space  on a staff provided below.

b. Write a higher note on a line.

c. Write a lower note on a line.

d. Write a lower note in a space.

3.  Using the following staff, draw the notes which match with the notes 
names.

4. By using the letter H (high) and L (low)indicate whether the first note 
of each of the following sets sounds higher or lower in pitch than 
the second note. 

5. Draw a treble staff  and place the following notes on it:
               DO-RE-LA-MI-FA (upper) FA (lower) SI- SOL.





UNIT THREE
 PERFORM MUSIC     

NOTES IN C SCALE 
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UNIT III: PERFORM MUSIC NOTES IN C SCALE 

Key unity competence

To be able to place musical notes on the scale and sol-fa using musical 
notes in the C

Introductory activity 
Look at the figures below:  

Minim (or Half note)

 Crotchet (Quarter 
note)

  i.  On the following staff, draw minim notes respecting the names indicated 
below the staff.

 ii. On the following staff, draw crotchet notes respecting the names indicated 
below the staff.
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3.1 Note values

Learning Activity 1.

a. Draw a half note five times
b. Draw a quarter note five  times
c.  If a whole note equals two half-notes and one half note equals two quarter 

                  notes draw a chart comparing the value of these notes mentioned above.

d.  Match the elements in the following chart.  

Note values indicate the durations of notes using shape of the notes. We can also 
say note duration.

When you draw minims (half-notes) and crotchets (quarter-notes) on the musical 
staff, their stems can go up or down. The stems go down when they are on the 
middle lines or higher. Then the stems go up when the note are below the middle 
line.
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See the examples below:

Application activity 2. 

1. Add the stems to the following notes.

2. Draw six crotchets on the following staves 

3. Draw six  minims on the following staves 



MUSIC  Primary Six   Student’s Book 37

3.2  Bar lines, measure and beats

Learning Activity 3 (a)

a. Make two measures (bars) by adding bar lines.

b. Make 5 measures (bars) by adding bar lines 

Bar lines divide up the staff into small sections called measures (or bars). The 
double bar line marks the end of a section. Note that every measure ends with 
a bar line.

   

Beat
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Learning Activity 3. (b)

1. In group of 5 students one student count 1, 2 while other students make 
claps at the same time with the counts.

2. Now tap your foot while counting 1, 2.

If you clap your hands once (one time), you have one beat one clap.
If you clap your hands twice (two times), you have two beats or two claps.
 If you clap your hands thrice (three times), you have three beats or claps.

A beat is a repeating musical rhythm. You can make a beat by tapping your feet or 
clapping your hands in time with the music.   Beats are grouped into units called 
measures or bars. 
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Application activity 4.
i. How many movements for one beat/clap?
ii. How many movements for two beats/claps?
iii. How many beats/claps does each group of the following notes have? 

iv.  Make claps while singing TA, TA-------
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v. Draw the beats under the notes below and clap while counting 1, 2.

vi.  In the figure below, one beat is represented by one crotchet 

1. How many crotchets do we have in each measure above?

2. How many crotchets do we have in two measures?

3. How many crotchets do we have in four measures?

If one crotchet equals one beat then:

i. How many beats do we have in each of the measure above?

ii. How many beats do we have in two measures above?

iii. How many beat do we have in three measures above?

iv. How many beats do we have in four measures above?

If one clap equals one beat then: 

i. Clap your hands counting one two for each measure above.

ii. Tap your foot counting one two for each measure above .
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3.3 Time signature

Learning Activity 1. 

1. Observe the following fraction.  

                        
 -  What does 2 stand for in music in the time signature?
 -  What does 4 stand for in music in the time signature?

A time signature/time (also known as meter signature/meter) tells you how the 
music is to be counted. The time signature is written at the beginning of the staff 
after the clef and key signature. Time signatures consist of two numbers written 
like a fraction.

The top number of the time signature tells you how many beats to count. This 
could be any number. Most often the number of beats will fall between 2 and 12.

The bottom number tells you what kind of note to count. That is, whether to 
count the beats as quarter notes, eighth notes, or sixteenth notes. So the only 
numbers you will see as the bottom number (the denominator) will correspond 
to note values:

•	 1 = whole note (you’ll never see this) 

•	 2 = half note 

•	 4 = quarter note 

•	 8 = eighth note 

•	 16 = sixteenth note 

You could continue on with 32, 64, but you will hopefully never encounter them! 
After a while it gets a bit unwieldy. The most common bottom numbers are 4, 8 
and 16.
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Two four time signature 

Two four time Indicates that there are two crotchets (also called quarter note) 
per measure. That is the number 2 on top represents two beats and the number 
4 at the bottom represents a crotchet. This means there are two crotchet beats 
in a measure. 

(See the image below):

Learning Activity 2.

1. Draw a treble staff and then place the following notes on it. Use minims 
(C, G, E, A, B).

2. Using only one quarter note, complete the following musical phrase 
where necessary.

 
3. Draw bar lines at the right place to have complete measures. 
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A. Claps 

If we assume that one crotchet note beat equals one second, we can show the 
beats below by clapping one hands two times in two seconds.

  

Remember that the two quarter notes (crotchets) can be replaced  by one half 
note (minim) which equals 2 beats or two claps.  (See the image below.)

 

You have noticed that one crotchet equals one clap or one beat; two crotchet 
equal two claps or two beats. And one minim equals two claps or two beats.
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Application Activity 3 

a. Clap the beats we have in the staves below

b. Draw and clap the beats in each of the following staves:
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c.   Clapping and singing 

You can sing using the sound TA…. When the sound (TA..) goes with a crotchet, 
you sing once and you clap once. 

When the sound TAA… goes with a minim, you sing once and prolong and clap 
twice. This is because a minim is longer than a crotchet. (there are two crotchets 
in one minim)

See the examples below:

Application activity 4.

1. Sing TA---TA--- while clapping.
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2. Now tap your foot and sing TA…TA… in the exercises above.

3. Sing the ascending C scale while clapping the beats.

4. Sing the descending C scale while clapping the beat

5. Draw the beats of the ascending and descending C scale and sing while 
clapping.
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3.4  Sol-fa the notes on the staves

Remember that in sol-fa each note always has the same sound. You have to use sol-
fa notations (do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, si, do)

Application activity 1. 

a.  Sol-fa the notes on the staves by clapping the beats
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b.  In pair sol-fa the following notes on the staves by using the hand signs 
of the notes. One sol-fa while clapping, another indicate the notes using 
the hand signs.
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3.5 End unit assessment 
1. In a whole note, how many:

a. Half notes?

b. Quarter notes?

c. Eighth notes?

2. Draw the beats we have in the staves below and then sol-fa while 
clapping the beats.
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GLOSSARY

Bamboo tree: this is a tree with holes inside from which umwirongi is made.

Bar lines: Vertical lines that divide a music staff into measures.

Beat: Marks the passing of musical time.

Clap:  when you clap your hands continuously to show the beats of music.

Clef: A symbol at the beginning of a staff that indicates the pitches of the staff.

Crotchet (quarter note): a note that equals one beat

Finger hole: a hole in a wind instrument which are covered or left open to change 
pitch when playing.

Flute player, flautist or flutist: player of the flute

G clef: see treble clef

Keyboard: an electronic musical instrument similar to a piano

Lobela tree: it is a kind of a tree from which umwiromgi is made.

Lyrics: the words of a song

Measure (bars): Small divisions in a music staff. Measures are indicated by bar lines 
and contain the number of beats. 

Melody: A tune. The musical element that deals with the horizontal presentation of 
pitch.

Minim (half note): a note that is equals two crotchets

Note: a black or white oval-shaped symbol (with or without a stem/flag) that 
represents a specific rhythmic duration and/or pitch.

Pitch: the highness or lowness of a sound.

Scale: A series of musical tones/pitches arranged in an ascending/descending order

Semi breve (whole note): a white note with an oval shape
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Staff: the horizontal 5 lines and 4 spaces on which notes are written.

Stem: The vertical line attached to a note. A single note in the upper part of the staff 
will have a stem going downward, and a single note in the bottom part of the staff 
will have a stem going upward.

Time signature: A symbol made of two numbers, one above the other, found at the 
beginning of a piece of music that shows the beats for the music. 

Treble clef (G clef ) = The treble clef or treble clef curls around G above middle C.

Treble staff: a music staff with a treble clef

Umwirongi/flute = a traditional woodwind musical instrument with finger holes.
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This book for Creative Art/Music is specifically written for Learners of Primary Six. It 
is built upon the clearly stated goals of the Competence-Based Curriculum designed 
by Rwanda Education Board under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education in 
the Republic of Rwanda. 

The learner book is written with a practical systematized orientation, designed 
to impart practical skills and knowledge to all the learners of Primary Six and to 
make the teaching learning process very simple and relevant in the context of the 
Rwandan education system. 

Brief, this learner’s book covers three different units which are supported by the 
teachers’ guide and have introductory activities, composition of short songs, 
perfuming music notes in scale, end unit assessments and glossary that are intended 
to guide the learners throughout the whole process of acquiring practical skills.


