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Dear readers, 

The Rwanda Education Board (REB) is pleased to send you the eighth newsletter edition. With it, we 
aim to keep our partners and education stakeholders informed of important developments in REB’s 
activities to support quality education.
In this issue, we are proud to feature efforts towards Andika Rwanda National writing competition, the 
visit of REB by the State Minister for Primary and Secondary Education, the international Teacher’s day 
celebration and the teacher’s training on the effective use of One Laptop per Child (OLPC).
 

We hope you enjoy this newsletter.

Janvier Gasana
Director General
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One laptop per child laptops: an effective tool 
for delivering the competence-based curriculum

Pupils using laptops.

This term, 140 teachers 
from 30 districts successfully 
completed training on the 
effective use of ‘One Laptop 
per Child’ (OLPC) laptops 
in the Competence-based 
Curriculum. The objective of 
the training was to enable 
educators to use the laptops 
as a teaching and learning 
tool to improve the quality of 
education in all subjects and at 
all levels.

“Information and 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) in education is a matter 
of national interest and 
among the basic competences 
in the Rwanda curriculum,” 
explained Mrs. Vincentie 
Nyangoma  from the Rwanda 
Education Board (REB) ICT 

Department. “The OLPC XO 
Laptop is a low-cost and low-
power laptop computer, which 
provides pupils with access to 
knowledge and opportunities 
to explore, experiment and 
express themselves,” she 
added. To date, teachers from 
850 schools have benefitted 
from the training.

The training was conducted 
over a four-week period. Each 
teacher completed 6 days of 
intensive training, where they 
first learned the basic parts 
of the laptop and then how to 
integrate the laptops into their 
lessons to provide students 
with challenging, meaningful 
and engaging learning 
experiences that require 

Information and 
Communication 
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in education 
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UNESCO has launched its 2016 Report

The 2016 Global Education 
Monitoring (GEM) Report by 
UNESCO was launched on 6 
September 2016 at an event in 
Kigali. Hosted by the Ministry 
of Education and UNESCO, 
the event showed the central 
role of education for achieving 
the various Sustainable 
Development Goals. Rwanda 
was one of four countries 
selected to launch the report. 
The other countries selected 
were the United Kingdom 
(UK), Indonesia and Colombia.

The proposed future 
education agenda reaffirms 
and supports Sustainable 

critical thinking rather 
than just memorisation. 
Participants were quick to 
share what they had learned 
from the experience.

 “A range of software 
is incorporated in these 
laptops for every subject 
in the curriculum. There is 
also an online platform that 
brings teachers together 
to share their ideas and 
experiences with their 
peers. Teachers and students 
alike can benefit from these 
computers”, shared Mrs 
Mukamugema Belansila, a 
teacher at the Protestant 
School Centre in Rusizi 
District.

Mr Nsanzabaganwa 
Thomas, a teacher at 
Kagoma Secondary School in 
Gisagara District, enthused 
about the potential for these 
laptops to promote critical 
thinking and independent 
research among his students, 
“Students who know how 
to use these laptops can 
conduct independent 
research on any topic and 
learn at ease; students will 
no longer have to wait for the 
teacher to learn.”

At the end of the training, 
the OLPC Department at REB 
announced that a significant 
number of laptops will be 
distributed at the end of the 
2016 school year.

Development Goal Four 
(SDG 4), which is to ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality 
education and to promote 
lifelong learning opportunities 
for all. Quality education 
fosters creativity and 
knowledge and ensures the 
acquisition of the foundational 
skills of literacy and numeracy 
as well as analytical, problem-
solving and other high-level 
cognitive, interpersonal and 
social skills. It also develops 
the skills, values and attitudes 
that enable citizens to lead 
healthy and fulfilled lives.

According to the Minister 
of Education, Dr Papias 
Malimba Musafiri, also the 
guest of honour at this global 
launch in Kigali, “The report 
shows how even modest 
progress in education can 
have a substantive impact 
on health outcomes and 
gender equality, as well as 
environmental sustainability 
and disaster risk reduction, 
economic prosperity and 
decent jobs, inclusive cities 
and peaceful societies. It 
examines the inter-sectoral 
and reciprocal links between 
education and all of the other 
goals in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. It 
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From now until 2030, 
UNESCO will publish 
evidence-based annual 
reports that will analyse 
global education trends 
and that will advocate for 
effective education policies 
and practice.

5

UNESCO has launched its 2016 Report

argues that all sectors must 
view education as a partner in 
their plans for change in order 
to achieve development that is 
sustainable and inclusive.”

Rwanda is among only a few 
countries that have attained 
a significant number of the 
Millennium Development 
Goals set by UNESCO for 2015. 
During the press conference, 
the Dr Musafiri stated, 
“Kigali was not just randomly 
selected to host a major event 
for UNESCO; Rwanda is among 
one of the best performing 
African countries in education. 
For example, 98% of Rwandan 
school-age children attend 
school, while in many 
other African countries the 
percentage rate is less than 
50%.”.

“Rwanda has taken strong 
measures to improve 
education quality. The 
first measure taken was to 
adopt a new competence-
based curriculum, but a lot 
is still to be done in regards 
to improving the quality 
of education, including 
the provision of adequate 
infrastructures, teacher 
training and to effectively 

From page 4

The first measure taken was to adopt a new 
competence-based curriculum, but a lot is 
still to be done in regards to improving the 

quality of education, including the provision of 
adequate infrastructures, teacher training and 
to effectively prepare the next generation of 
globally competitive innovators. We must not 

rest on our successes

“
“

An overview of participants to the meeting.

prepare the next generation 
of globally competitive 
innovators. We must not rest 
on our successes,” urged the 
Honourable Minister, adding, 
“I call on all teachers, parents 
and other stakeholders to 
work together to continue 
to improve the quality of 
education, especially in terms 
of school dropout rates.”
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Teacher training in sexual health education
This 3rd term,on 23rd 

September,  it was the turn 
of the teachers responsible 
for teaching sexual health 
in upper classes at primary 
schools to participate in 
Comprehensive Sexuality 
Education training. This 
training was organised by the 
REB in partnership with the 
United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA). Previously, 
the Directors of Academic 
Services and 1,508 teachers 
had already received similar 
training this year.

The objective of the training 
was to equip the trainees 
with the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to support 
students to explore their 
own values and attitudes and 
to build decision-making, 
communication and risk 
reduction skills about many 

aspects of sexuality. In general, 
this programme is aimed at 
enabling Rwandan students 
to form healthy relationships, 
to think critically and to make 
informed decisions.

Mrs Mushimiye Jeannette, 
a teacher at Kacyiru II 
Secondary School who 
participated in the training, 
explained how the training 
supported her professional 
development. “This training 
enables us to understand 
how children can become 
responsible in making healthy 
decisions thanks to sexual 
health education provided 
by well-trained teachers. We 
learned that children need to 
know and be aware of their 
bodies and their sexual health. 
Often parents worry about 
what age to tell children about 
sex and sexual health. They 

are particularly concerned 
about telling children too 
much too soon. Teachers can 
support and advise parents 
on this important topic.” Mrs 
Mushimiye Jeannette attended 
the training from the 21st 
to 23rd September 2016 at 
Rugando Secondary School in 
Gasabo District.

Head teachers are urged 
to facilitate training for all 
teachers who teach sexual 
health education. They should 
also emphasis and promote 
health clubs, which specifically 
can help promote good health, 
particularly sexual health. 
Trained teachers are requested 
to train their colleagues for 
the effectiveness of teaching 
sexual health in all classes, 
following REB’s current model 
for school based in-service 
teacher training.

Teachers group photo after the training.
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Andika Rwanda 2016 Awards ceremony

Group photo of the participants to the conference.

On Thursday, September 
29, the Ministry of Education 
(MINEDUC) through the 
Rwanda Education Board 
(REB) awarded the 12 winners 
of Andika Rwanda 2016, 
a national competition for 
writing stories and poems for 
children. 

The award ceremony, which 
took place in Kamonyi district, 
marked the close out of the 
Rwanda Reads Literacy Month. 

The third annual competition 
was conducted in partnership 
with the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) as part of the Literacy, 
Language, and Learning 
(L3) Initiative implemented 

by Education Development 
Center (EDC).

Andika Rwanda was born 
from the need for Rwandan 
children to have access to 
enjoyable reading material 
written for them, in the 
Rwandan context, and with 
Rwandan values. At the 
same time, the competition 
encourages Rwandans of all 
ages to write and to create.  

In the 2016 competition, 
over 3,733 submissions 
came in from all 30 districts. 
Students as young as P1, 
as well as teachers and 
community members, wrote 
clever stories and poems, some 
of which were accompanied 
by beautiful illustrations. 

The winning students and 
adults from the 2016 Andika 
Rwanda were awarded and 
their published volumes will 
be shared.

The 12 winners (7 boys 
and 5 girls) from primary 
and secondary schools 
received awards ranging 
from computers, certificates 
of recognition and other 
school materials. 

In total, 5,000 copies in 
both Kinyarwanda and 
English will be printed and 
distributed to community 
libraries and schools 
throughout the country, 
providing Rwandan children 
with stimulating, relevant, 

The Andika Rwanda 2016 National Competition Winners
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Andika Rwanda 2016 Awards ceremony

and locally-authored reading 
material to help build a 
culture of reading.

Development partners are 
actively involved in supporting 
literacy programmes in 
Rwanda.

In his speech, Matthew P. 
Roth, the Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the embassy of 
the United States of America 
in Rwanda says that more 
support should be expected 
as part of efforts to boost 
education in Rwanda.

As the Government of 
Rwanda is engaged in 
improving the reading culture 
through such activities, 
stakeholders suggest that the 
annual national competition 

No Category-Stories Author's Name Author's School / 
Sector Author’s District 

1. S1-S3 English Story Dushime Brother College Christ Roi Nyanza
2. S4-S6 English Story Hangishatse Oreste ES Karama Kamonyi
3. S1-S3 English Poem Delice Mugeni Lycee de Kigali Nyarugenge 
4. S4-S6 English Poem Ndahiro Germaine GS Ste Bernadette Save Gisagara 
5.          Adult Kinyarwanda Poem Niyotubikesha J. Nepomuscene Gitovu Burera
6. P4-P6 Kinyarwanda story Iradukunda Alphonsine EP Save GISAGARA
7. P4-P6 Kinyarwanda Poem Hagenimana Theoneste EP Cyugi Nyabihu 
8. S1-S3 Kinyarwanda Poem  Tuyishime Philemon GS Murama Nyabihu
9.        S1 – S3 Kinyarwanda Story Ishimwe Jean Claude GS Rukira Huye
10. S4-S6 Kinyarwanda Poem Nizeyimana Gilbelt   GS St. Nicolas Cyanika  Nyamagabe
11. Adult Kinyarwanda Poem Uwimana Bibiane Busaza    Kirehe 
12. P1-P3 Kinyarwanda story  Imanishimwe Naome EP Mbati Kamonyi

“This is a good example and 
shows that it is possible to 
acquire well written content 
from student competitions. If 
well organized, these can be 
used as part of school material. 
I believe it would make a lot 
more sense writing our own 
books than buying them,” 
Janvier Gasana, the Director 
General of Rwanda Education 
Board noted.

Launched in February 2014, 
Andika Rwanda competition 
is an initiative of the Rwanda 
Education Board and USAID’s 
Literacy, Language, and 
Learning programmes that 
encourages Rwandans of 
all ages to write stories and 
poems in both English and 
Kinyarwanda.

The Andika Rwanda 2016 National Competition Winners
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have a great impact on 
improving reading and literacy 
in Rwanda.
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International Teachers’ Day Celebration Took 
Place throughout the Country

On October 5th the 15th 
annual celebration of Teachers’ 
Day took place throughout 
the country. Teacher’s day 
was celebrated for the first 
time worldwide in 1966. 
Rwanda began celebrating this 
important day day in 2002. 

In Rwanda the main 
celebration of the day took 
place at Gisozi in Gasabo 
district, where 3,652 teachers 
gathered for that ceremony 
under the theme “Valuing 
Teachers, Improving their 
Status.” The guest of honor 
was the Minister of Education, 
Dr. Musafiri Papias who stated 
that “The Government of 
Rwanda commits to improve 
teachers’ welfare through 
different programs. It will 
continue strengthening the 
existing policies while thinking 
of others that would help uplift 
teachers.”

These programs include 
awarding outstanding 
teachers through Girinka 
Mwalimu, facilitating teachers 
to buy computers through 
Teachers’ Savings and Credit 
Cooperatives (Umwalimu 
SACCO), and support to SACCOs 
to ease teachers’ access 
to credit to attend to their 
broader needs such as housing, 
education and investment 
in personal development 
projects, among others. Up to 
now Rwanda Education Board 
(REB) has donated 1,200 cows 
to outstanding teachers. When 
the cow calves, the calf is given 
to other teacher who keeps it 
and gives the next calf to the 
next teacher and so on. This 

year alone, an additional 69 
teachers own family milk cows 
through this process. Moreover, 
up to now 420 teachers were 
awarded with laptops.

In his speech, Dr. Musafiri 
spoke encouraging words to the 
teaching community. “You must 
foster sustainable development 
in your neighborhoods. The 
school must be the lighthouse 
of society and the important 
pillar for socio-economic 
development,” he noted. He 
added that teachers must 
contribute greatly to the socio-
economic development of 
their country because they 
are among the well-educated 
people in their villages. He 
finally reminded them to never 
stop learning, especially the 
English language because 
it is used as the medium of 
instruction and ICT trainings. 
It is of strategic importance 
for national interests and is 
needed for the country to 
have a competitive edge in the 

regional and global economy.
During that ceremony, 

the Minister of Education 
informed the teachers that in 
the future teachers will have 
to sign performance contracts 
with their headmasters, who 
in turn will sign with the 
district education officials. 
The law relating to teachers’ 
performance contracts has 
already been approved 
but we are waiting for its 
promulgation to take effect. 
As part of the performance 
contract, teachers are required 
to improve education quality. 
It is unfortunate to learn 
that approximately 98% of 
Rwandan school-age children 
attend primary schools but 
their number is significantly 
reduced at the end because 
many students repeat the 
same classes while others 
dropout entirely. Overloaded 
classrooms are also among 
serious challenges our schools 
face.

Mr Janvier Gasana, DG REB handing over a laptop computer to one of the 
outstnding teachers.
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 On Thursday 13/10/2016, 
the Minister of State for 
Primary and Secondary 
Education, Hon. Munyakazi 
Isaac, who has recently been 
appointed to that position by 
His Excellency the President 
of the Republic of Rwanda, 
has visited Rwanda Education 
Board (REB).

Hon. Munyakazi Isaac 
was welcomed by the 
Director General of REB, 
Mr. Gasana Janvier together 
with all Deputy Directors. 
After the presentation of 
REB Departments, he was 
explained how they operate 
and their main activities. 
The scope of REB includes 
all aspects related to the 
development of the education 
sector. This involves working 
with and addressing the needs 
of schools: Nursery, Primary 
and Secondary Schools 
(Common Core).

During the meeting with the 
Minister of State, the Heads of 
REB Departments highlighted 
their achievements after 
different Government 
institutions were merged 
into REB. Currently, it is one 
of successful mergers, but it 
faces the problem of skilled 
worker shortage while there 
is an enormous amount of 
work.

Finally, the State Minister 

met all REB staff. He called 
attention to the fact that 
they are appointed to the 
positions of importance 
and responsibility because 
“Education” is among the 
important pillars of socio-
economic development. 
He reminded them that 
their main job is to transfer 
knowledge and prepare 
young people to participate 
in Rwanda’s harmonious 
society, so there must be a 
constant follow-up in order 
to build a promising future 
for Rwandan children. 

Before ending the meeting, 
Hon. Munyakazi assured REB 
of his full cooperation by 
frequent visits. He promised 
to assist REB in fast-tracking 
education development 
in Rwanda by enabling 
education sector growth.

Hon.Minister of State Munyakazi Isaac visited REB

“

“

The scope of 
REB includes all 

aspects related to 
the development 
of the education 

sector. This involves 
working with and 
addressing the 

needs of schools: 
Nursery, Primary 
and Secondary 

Schools (Common 
Core)

The honourable State Minister Munyakazi Isaac (Center) walking with the 
REB DG Janvier Gasana (Left) and Acting DDG EQS Rutali Gerard (Right). 
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Striving for heroism, building a better future

This is the theme of inter-
school cultural competition 
held on 08/10/2015 in 
Rwamagana district, Eastern 
Province. These competitions 
were held at the national level 
after the selections at the 
provincial level, which were 
subdivided into three main 
subcategories: Poetry, singing 
and dancing. 

The President of the jury, 
Mr. Bazatsinda Thomas 
appreciated the way dancing 
competition was held as 
follows: “All 13 dance groups 
performed well given the fact 
that the lowest score is 60.3% 
while the highest is 87.3%; this 
proves that their performance 
has spectacularly improved.” 
However, he blamed those 

groups in general for not 
taking into account the theme 
and neglecting the rules.

With regards to the poetry 
competition, the President 
of the Jury, Mr. Bigwi Alain 
encouraged the competitors 
as follows: “As poets, you 
should try to be completely 
original and use Kinyarwanda 
language with hidden and 
indirect meanings. The poem 
is different from prose: 
The poet puts emphasis 
on individual sounds, such 
as alliteration, assonance, 
consonance, repetition and 
parallel structure.”

With regards to the singing 
competition, Mr. Bigwi Alain 
appreciated the performance 
of all singing groups when 

he stated that “They made 
improvements and they 
reached acceptable quality 
level. However, they should 
try to use traditional musical 
instruments, such as inanga, 
iningiri.”

The winners in all 
subcategories are as follows:
Singing competition:
1) Agahozo Shalom from 

Rwamagana, 86.3 %
2) Junior Seminary of 

Nyundo, 86.0 %
3) Lycée de Nyanza, 85.6 % 

Poetry competition:
1) Nkeshimana Rodrigue 

from Junior Seminary St 
Aloys Cyangugu, 89.5 %

2) Nayituriki from TTC 
Rubengera, 86.3 %



Traditional Group Dancers.
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Striving for heroism, building a better future
3) Nizeyimana Dalia, 83.8 % 
Dancing competition:
1) G.S. St Aloys Rwamagana, 

87.3 %
2) Coll. Ste Marie (Kibuye), 

83.8 %
3) G.S.O.B Indatwa n’Inkesha, 

80 %
The guest of honor during 

these competitions, Mr. Rutali 
Gerard, Deputy Director 
in charge of Education 
Quality and Standard at 
Rwanda Education Board 
(REB) expressed gratitude 
to all participants for their 
outstanding performance 
when he stated that “it’s 
good for our children to 
follow general knowledge 
courses (Mathematics, 
Literature, History, …) and 
it’s better when children 
with outstanding artistic 
talents get the opportunities 
to nurture them.”

This was the 7th time such 
competitions were organized 
by Sports and Culture Club 
in Schools. Nonetheless, it 
was the first time for those 
competitions to be held in 
Rwamagana district and 
the first time G.S. St Aloys 
Rwamagana received a 
category award of first place 
in dancing competitions. Traditional Group Dancers.


