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Dear readers, 

The Rwanda Education Board (REB) is pleased to send you our seventh newsletter. With it, we aim to 
keep partners and education stakeholders informed of important developments in REB’s activities to 
support quality education.     
In this issue, we are proud to feature efforts towards EAC Essay writing competition winners awarded 
at National level, REB visits Kinazi Genocide memorial, REB continues to improve English language 
proficiency, the role of religion in comprehensive sexuality education, the Joint review of Education 
Sector (JRES), and Andika Rwanda writing competition 2016 launched. 

We hope you enjoy this newsletter.

Janvier Gasana
Director General
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EAC Essay Writing Competition 
winners awarded at National level

From left to right: Mr. Safari Innocent PS MINEAC, Mr. Chebet Aloys Director 
of the EAC Essay competition and Alice Rutayisire Lambert, student (awarded 
student from Maranyundo Girls school )

The Rwanda Education Board 
(REB) in partnership with 
East African Community (EAC) 
Secretariat held a ceremony on 
the 12th May to recognize the 10 
best winners of the EAC Essay 
Writing Competition 2015 at 
national level.  The initiative 
rose from the need to involve 
the East African students in the 
activities of the community as 
well as foster an East African 
identity. The competition was 
open to students in secondary 
schools (S1-S4) in Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Tanzania.
The Permanent Secretary at 
the Ministry of East African 
Community (MINEAC), Mr. 
Safari Innocent presented 
the awards. Rutayisire 
Alice Lambert, a student at 
Maranyundo Girls’ School 

received first place with 
a score of 90%, Ingabire 
Mugenzi Mireille from IPRC 
Kigali, Technical Secondary 
School received second place 
with a score of 89%. 
Mr. Safari said, “the main 
purpose of these annually 
organized competitions is 
to create awareness about 
the EAC by sensitizing the 
people of EAC, especially 
the youth, on the benefits of 
this community.”  The essay 
competition is specifically 
targeting the youth, who 
represent more than 60% of 
the total population of the 
EAC.  The initiative arose 
from the need to involve 
East African students in the 
activities of the community as 
well as foster an East African 
identity among the youth. 
“These students should grow 
up with the same spirit that 
will enable them to use at full 
the opportunities that the 
regional integration brings, 
” explained Mr. Safari. “They 
should also know that the 
future of this region is in their 
hands,” he said.
Participants were asked to 
write an essay with the theme 
“Why political stability is 
important for the integration 
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EAC Essay Writing Competition

From left to right: Mr. Muvunyi Emmanuel REB DDG Examination and Accreditation, 
Mr. Chebet Aloys Director of the EAC Essay competition with the head teacher of Kigali 
Technical Secondary School

of the EAC partner”.  Mr. 
Safari, congratulated the 
winners and called on 
all Rwandan students 
to participate in these 
competitions in order to 
broaden their understanding 
of regional integration 
issues. He observed that 
only 220 students from 
Rwanda participated in 
this year’s competition and 
called on head teachers to 
encourage their students 
to enter next year. “This 
level of participation was 
very low when considering 
the big number of students 
fulfilling the same criteria of 
participation. I look forward 
to seeing more students 
participate next year,” he 
said.
The EAC Essay Writing 
Competition is organized 
annually since 2004 and 
the best students have a 
rare handshake opportunity 
with the Presidents of the 
partner states during the 
prize-awarding ceremonies. 
This year, the ceremony 
was held on March 2nd, in 
Arusha, Tanzania. Rwandan 
students were represented 
by Rutayisire Alice Lambert, 
who was among the 5 

winners at EAC level. 
In addition to the 10 best 
students awarded, 3 schools 
were awarded for their role 
in promoting this activity. 
Maranyundo Girls’ School 
received a category award of 
first place and was awarded 
a number of materials, 
including: a Canon photocopier 
IR2202, an Acer Projetor 
and HP Deskjet 21 Printer 
with an estimated value of$ 
1,500. IPRC Kigali, Technical 
Secondary School received a 
second place award in their 
category and was awarded 3 
HP Laptop with an estimated 
value of $ 1,200.  Corner 
Stone Academy School which 
received a category award of 
third place was awarded one 
acer Projector and HP Laserjet 

Pro 1102 Printer with the 
value estimated to $ 750.
According to the Rwanda 
Education Board, the awarded 
students were selected from a 
total number of 212 students 
from 56 secondary schools 
who participated in the 2015 
EAC essay writing competition.
“The essay competition exposes 
our students to EAC integration 
and nurtures the spirit of 
competition among different 
countries in the region but 
also grow up with the same 
spirit that will enable to use at 
full the opportunities that the 
regional integration brings”, 
said Emmanuel Muvunyi, the 
DDG in charge of examinations 
and accreditation at REB.  

From page 3
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On Friday, 27th May, Rwanda 
Education Board (REB) 
commemorated the 1994 
Genocide against the Tutsi by 
visiting the Kinazi Genocide 
memorial in Kinazi sector 
,Ruhango district, to pay tribute 
to thousands of Tutsi who 
were killed there. On that day, 
the residents of Kinazi sector 
also commemorated the 1994 
Genocide against the Tutsi 
by remembering the parents, 
teachers, different employees 
and students who were killed 
during the genocide in the 
former Ntongwe district. 
Many students together with 
Kinazi residents gathered for a 
commemoration ceremony. 

The commemoration 
ceremony began with the 
testimonies of Nzigiyimana 
Céléstin, a genocide survivor 
from the sector followed by the 
Director General of REB. In his 
speech, the Director General 
of REB, Mr. Janvier Gasana 
said that “After the horror of 
genocide in our country, we 
should reject all forms of evil 
and work hand-in-hand to 
rebuild our country. Rwanda is 
open to all its citizens”. REB also 
took the opportunity to donate 
500,000 Rwf to renovate 
Kinazi Genocide memorial, 
and items worth 500,000 Rwf 
were donated to a genocide 
survivor, a widow named 

Nyiraburuma Espérance.
Mr. Iryumugabe Alexis, 
parent’s representative urged 
the residents of that sector 
in general and the students 
in particular to reject all 
genocidal ideologies. Staff of 
the Rwanda Education Board 
visited the Kinazi Genocide 
memorial to remember and 
learn more about Rwandan 
history. During their visit, 
REB officials also laid wreaths 
to the burial place at the 
memorial to pay respect to all 
victims of the Genocide. More 
than 60,000 victims of the 
Genocide against the Tutsi 
are laid to rest at the Kinazi 
Genocide Memorial 

5

REB  visits Kinazi Genocide memorial for the 22nd  
commemoration of the Genocide against the Tutsi

REB Staff lay a wreath at Kinazi Genocide Memorial.
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REB continues to improve English language proficiency

The English language is of 
strategic importance for 
Rwanda’s development goals 
and national interests. It is in 
the nation interest for Rwanda 
to have a competitive edge in the 
regional and global economy. 
Therefore, Rwanda Education 
Board (REB) initiated the 
programme of training mentors 
in English language proficiency.
REB in partnership with 
Mentorship Community of 
Practice (MCOP), a USAID funded 
project, launched the training 
programme of 1,000 mentors 
from all districts. The launching 
ceremony was held at Saint 
Aloys School of Rwamagana, on 
the 1st of July.
REB intends to equip every 
mentor with a laptop computer 
and the MCOP project will 
provide modems in order to 
facilitate an online platform that 
brings together school-based 
mentors to share their ideas, 
learning from their peers, and 
accessing the online library with 
high quality resources.
During the official ceremony, 

the Director General of REB, 
Mr. Gasana Janvier stated 
that “REB is providing School-
Based mentors with the latest 
technology , therefore they will 
be able to provide teachers with 
the support they need to improve 
their pedagogical and English-
language skills, in accordance 
with the Competence-based 
Curriculum adopted since the 
beginning of the school year 
2016”.
 “The MCOP programme is a 
valuable service and support to 
the mentoring community as 

they develop communities of 
best practice. MCOP also serves 
as an important communication 
channel for development 
partners to interact with 
the mentors, hear their 
views and share information 
with them,” explained Mr. 
Bikino Ildephonse, MCOP 
Deputy Director in Charge of 
Technology.
This training programme is 
subdivided into two main 
categories: For the first category, 
mentors will be trained on how 
to use the website www.mcop.
rw, which is a platform where 
mentors will seek solutions 
to challenges they face as well 
as sharing views on a number 
of educative issues aimed at 
promoting literacy. 
The second category of this 
training programme will 
provide mentors with the 
resources, ideas, and motivation 
to provide excellent assistance 
to teachers.
For more information, please 
visit www.mcop.rw

One of the mentors receiving a laptop from the REB DG Gasana Janvier and MCOP 
Director Yisa Claver

A group photo after the ceremony.
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The Role of Religion in Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education

On July 9th, Rwanda Education 
Board (REB) in partnership 
with One UN (UNFPA, UNESCO 
and UNAIDS) organized a 
conference on the Role of 
Religion In Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education, at Lemigo 
Hotel in Kigali city. Religious 
organisation were represented 
by the Catholic, Muslim, 
Protestant and Adventist 
faith based organizations. The 
purpose of the conference was 
to discuss on how to improve 
sexuality education in schools.
During the official launch of 
the conference, the Minister 
of State in Charge of Primary 
and Secondary Education, 
the Honorable Minister. 
Olivier Rwamukwaya stated 
that “Progressive faith-based 
involvement in comprehensive 
sexuality education is crucial 
because churches and other 
places of worship offer sexual 

ethics and comprehensive 
education programs that play 
an important role in the lives of 
young people and fill a critical 
gap. We need your support in 
comprehensive sex education 
for religious reasons because 
it has a way of moving the 
political debate over sexuality 
education and ultimately 
affecting policies that impact 
young people now and in their 
future.”
From the beginning of 
the school year 2016, this 
programme of comprehensive 
sexuality education is 
a cross-cutting issue in 
the Competence-based 
Curriculum. The programme 
is an age-appropriate, 
culturally relevant approach 
to teaching about sex and 
relationships by providing 
scientifically accurate and 
realistic information. Hence, 

the conference provided 
opportunities to share 
ideas with those partners 
in education because 
congregations are ideally 
positioned to reach out 
to parents of teens with 
information and spiritual 
direction on matters of 
adolescent sexuality.
In general, this programme 
aims at enabling the 
Rwandan students to form 
healthy relationships, 
to think critically and 
make informed decisions. 
Comprehensive Sexuality 
education will provide 
students with opportunities 
to explore their own 
values and attitudes and 
to build decision-making, 
communication and risk 
reduction skills about many 
aspects of sexuality.  

Group photo of the participants to the conference.
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The Joint Review of Education Sector (JRES)

On the 16th June, the Ministry 
of Education met with 
development partners and 
education stakeholders for 
the backward and forward 
looking Joint Review of the 
Education Sector (JRES). 
The purpose of the review 
is to engage in policy 
dialogue aimed at ensuring 
ownership, accountability 
and transparency in the 
implementation of the 
Economic Development and 
Poverty Reduction Strategy 
(EDPRS).
This meeting took place at 
the end of fiscal year 2015-
2016 in order to appraise the 
current budget and propose 
the next one for the fiscal 
year 2016-2017.
While highlighting the 
issues surrounding of school 
dropout rates in Rwanda, 
the Minister of Education, 
the Honorable Minister Dr. 
Musafiri Papias stated that 
“Thanks to the President of 
Rwanda, H.E. Paul Kagame 
who urged all relevant parties 
to combat the problem of 
high rates of school dropout, 
strong measures have been 

undertaken to reduce those 
rates from 10.5% in March 
2016 to 5% in June 2016”.
The Ministry of Education 
seeks to curb school dropout 
rates, by including measures 
to setting up close partnership 
with   all education sectors 
from the Heads of schools, 
the parents’ committees, 
the directors of education 
at sector and district levels. 
Evidently, school dropout 
has more than one proximate 
cause. Participants at the 
Joint Review highlighted 
some of the factors associated 
with dropout emerge from 

children’s household 
circumstances such as child 
labor and extreme poverty.  
Others are attributed to 
individual traits of the pupils, 
including the lack of personal 
motivation. School-level 
factors, such as teacher’s 
absenteeism, school location 
and general poor quality of 
education provision, may also 
play a key role in increasing 
pressures to drop out. 
Another priority area 
highlighted during the joint 
review was the problem of 
inadequate infrastructure. 
It was agreed on that the 
process of building new 
rooms for existing schools 
and renovating some 
which are in bad shape, is 
still going on. It was also 
found necessary to increase 
the number of children 
attending nursery schools, 
by building new rooms for 
that purpose and sensitizing 
the parents on their benefits. 
The Ministry of Education 
intends to promote those 
schools, which are believed 
to strengthen the children’s 
love to read.
The JRES brings together 
stakeholders, including 
Education Senior Managers, 
USAID, UNICEF, DFID, Key 
Development Partners, Civil 
Society, Private Sector, Heads 
and Directors of Education 
Institutions, Districts 
representatives, and other 
partners from line Ministries 
including the Ministry of 
Finance and Economic 
Planning.

The honourable Minister of Education Dr. 
Papias Musafili  addressing his remarks to 
participants.

An overview of the participants to the JRES meeting
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Andika Rwanda writing competition  
2016 launched

Andika Rwanda is the annual 
national writing competition for 
children's stories and poems. This 
is a joint partnership with the 
Rwanda Education Board, USAID’s 
Literacy, Language, and Learning 
(L3) Initiative, implemented 
by Education Development 
Center. The first competition was 
conducted in 2014.
The goals of the competition are 
to increase the number of locally-
authored stories and poems for 
primary school children, improve 
children's access to these new 
materials, and, in so doing, 
encourage the development of a 
reading and writing culture. All 
Rwandan primary and secondary 
students, as well as adults in 
the community, are eligible to 
participate. 
In 2015, schools and communities 
across the country participated 
in the second annual Andika 
Rwanda national competition 
for writing children’s stories and 
poems, sending in 3,223 entries. 
This competition is a home-
grown solution to Rwanda's lack 
of reading materials. Purchasing 
reading materials written by 
others and shipping them to 
schools and communities is 
costly, in terms of money, time, 
and culture. Materials written 
for Rwandans, by Rwandans will 
be easily accessible and in the 
Rwandan context.
All Rwandans, primary students, 
secondary students, and 
community members, are eligible 
to participate. Authors will write 
stories and poems, in English and 
Kinyarwanda, for primary school 

children. The winning stories 
and poems will be professionally 
edited, illustrated, and published, 
and winners will receive prizes 
and a trip to Kigali to further 
improve their writing.
Local government officials are 
the key actors for disseminating 
information, supporting 
participants, selecting best 
entries, and sending entries to 
the next level of evaluation. REB 
inspectors are defined as key 
actors to monitor activities within 
the districts.   

At the community level, 
Executive Secretaries and 
Sector Education Officers  have 
to disseminate information 
about the competition through 
community meetings and events. 
Sectors are also provided with a 
packet of detailed information to 
guide interested participants.  
At the school level, head teachers 
must work with teachers to 
inform students and parents 
about the competition. They 
must facilitate teachers in 
providing support to students 
by having lessons focusing on 
writing stories and the writing 
process. Schools will have juries 
to select the best entry for each 
cycle (P1-P3, P4-P6, S1-S3, and 
S4-S6). Those selected must be 
forwarded to the sector level.
This 2016 official launch was 
done through a one hour radio 
talk show programme that 
took place on 11th June, on 
Radio Isango Star 91.5 FM. The 
purpose of the radio programme 
was to announce the launch 
of the competition and to 
ensure that all Rwandans are 
aware and participate in this 
important writing competition. 
REB was represented by Mr. 
Rutali Gerard DDG Education 
Quality and Standard, and 
L3/EDC represented by Mr. 
Protogene Ndahayo, Programs 
Implementation Coordinator. 
During the talk show, citizens 
were calling in, to interact and 
present their views or questions 
live on air. 

Communication
REB & L3    

- All participants must submit 
their entries no later than August 
10th

- Schools have juries by August 
17th 

- Schools send submissions to 
sectors by August 20th 

- Sectors send submissions to 
districts in the week of 24th 
August to 29th August

- Sectors must submit school and 
community entries to the DEO no 
later than August 24th.  Sectors 
will also send a summary of their 
participation to the Vice Mayor 
of Social Affairs. 

- Districts hold juries in the week 
of August 30th to September 7th 

- District will submit to REB/ 
National level in the week of 7th 
September to 14th September

- National inventory of district 
submissions+ National Jury will 
be done in the week of 14th 
September to 21st September

- Winners to be confirmed by 26th 
September

Important dates about the 
competition of this year: 


